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As with a typical conference, my trip to St. Francis Centre in Caledon from February 17-19th to represent the CCSA as the liaison between our association and Development and Peace began in a frantic rush. Do I have everything? Did I remember my toothbrush and my CD for the PowerPoint presentation on the CCSA?  Check, check… Then out the door to union station to meet with other “D&Pers” (the fun name for people involved with the Canadian Catholic Organization for Development and Peace) with whom I would be traveling.


Somehow amidst all the chaos of actually getting to the forum, getting lost, having our car break down, and arriving over two hours late as these events culminated, I felt an overall sense of peace that I have not experienced in quite some time. This was a peace about the passions of the youth of our country, of the world. Throughout the weekend, I came to feel more united with the students at the conference in our determination to make a difference. Despite our age range from high school students (potential CCSA recruits!) to university students and D&P staff from different diocese, we all had a passion for justice that was brought to the forefront. On Friday night I was particularly touched by the symbols, newspaper clippings, posters, photos, and books that each individual brought in and laid on a carpet in the chapel. Each object was representative of our respective work for social justice within our communities and schools. Seeing these objects and clippings laid out in a tangible way made it really clear that youth do care about more than the latest trends, hot television stars and whether their new sweater matches their latest boyfriend. 


On Saturday I was again deeply moved by Tor Iorapuu, the executive director of Youth Adolescent Reflection Action Centre (YARAC) in Nigeria. He presented the group with a PowerPoint on “Theatre for Development,” (TFD) a Nigerian movement concerned with using theatre with youth for leadership and social development. Tor detailed the importance for working for social change in a way that is non-threatening to those who we seek to change such as the government or other organizations. TFD uses drama to in a sense satirize the injustices that go on in Nigerian political and social realms and in turn works to bring about change from this awareness. Tor gave us the opportunity to engage in out own dramas with the hope that we in Canada might be able to apply TFD in our own communities.  


My weekend in Caledon was busy but fun-filled. I had the opportunity to learn more about Development and Peace; in turn, it is my hope that others will respond to the call for justice within their school communities, parishes, and beyond. 

